
ORDINANCE NO. O:26-11 
HARMONY TOWNSHIP 

WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 
 

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HARMONY, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER 202 “EMERGENCY 
SERVICES,” IN ITS ENTIRETY OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HARMONY. 

  
WHEREAS, the misuse of emergency services by residential nursing/assisted 

living facilities and other individuals at recreational areas for non-emergencies and 
transportation is a drain on the community’s resources and creates the potential for 
a lack of services available for true emergencies; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Township Committee has received complaints by Township 

Fire Department regarding the abuse and misuse of emergency services by certain 
residential nursing/assisted living facilities and individuals using reservoirs for 
recreational purposes within the Township; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Committee of the Township of Harmony, County of Warren, 

State of New Jersey, has determined that Chapter 202 “Emergency Services,” of the 
Code of the Township of Harmony shall be amended, revised and supplemented in 
its entirety. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Committee of the Township of 

Harmony, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that Chapter 202 “Emergency 
Services,” in its entirety of the Code of the Township of Harmony be amended, 
revised and supplemented as follows: 

 
Article I.  Emergency Calls for Residential Nursing/Assisted Living Facilities and 
Reservoirs 

 
202-1 : Definitions. 

 
As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 
 
Emergency Call: Shall be considered a situation requiring immediate medical 
attention or immediate transportation to a medical facility for medical 
treatment.   Responding to watercraft that require towing or assistance due to 
mechanical failure is not considered an emergency. 
 
Entity: Any business, health care facility, nursing/assisted living facility, 
reservoirs or other organization within the Township of Harmony that calls for the 
Harmony Township Fire Department, or any other emergency squad through 
mutual aid. 



 
False Emergency Call: Shall be considered a situation where an individual is 
not in need of immediate transportation to a medical facility, nor is the individual 
in need of emergency medical care. 
 
Calls must be monitored by an employee of the business, health care facility, 
nursing home or other organization.  In the case when calls are made by clients 
independently by demand of the staff to avoid penalties; penalties may still be 
imposed on the facility. 
 
Responding to watercraft that require towing or assistance due to mechanical 
failure is not considered a medical emergency and will be considered as a false 
emergency call. 
 
Reservoir: A reservoir is a large natural or artificial lake used to store, protect, 
and manage fresh water supplies for communities, power, and flood control. 
 
Individual: Any inhabitant of the Township of Harmony or other individual who 
calls for the Harmony Township Fire Department, or any other emergency squad 
through mutual aid. 
 
Watercraft: Motorboats, boats powered by electric motors, personal 

watercraft, sailboats, canoes, kayaks, rowboats, and stand-up paddleboards 

202-2 : Nursing/Assisted Living Facilities to provide transportation; penalties: 
 

A. Residential nursing/assisted living facilities to provide non-emergency 
transportation service for residents of nursing homes. 
 

B. In the event that the Harmony Township Fire Department, or any 
emergency squad through mutual aid is called by a residential 
nursing/assisted living facility for non-emergency transportation for a 
nursing/assisted living facility for resident, the nursing/assisted living 
facility shall be issued a warning by the Harmony Township Zoning 
Officer. 
 

C. In the event of a second call in the same calendar year for non-
emergency transportation, a penalty of $200 shall be paid by the facility 
to each responding unit.  Violations will be issued by the Harmony 
Township Zoning Officer. 
 

D. In the event of a third or subsequent call in the same calendar year, a 
penalty of $500 shall be paid by the facility to each responding unit.  
Violations will be issued by the Harmony Township Zoning Officer. 



 

 
202-3; Reservoir Assistance Non-Emergency Calls; penalties 
 

A.  In the event that the Harmony Township Fire Department, or any 
emergency squad through mutual aid is called by an individual requesting 
assistance for non-emergency assistance on a reservoir due to 
mechanical failure of their watercraft, the individual will receive a penalty 
of $500.00 per incident that shall be paid by the individual requesting aid 
to each responding unit.  Violations will be issued by the Harmony 
Township Zoning Officer. 

 
Article II.  Reimbursement For Costs 
 
202-4: Definitions. 

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT: 
The Harmony Township Volunteer Fire Company 
 
PERSON: 
A natural person or persons, partnership, corporation, association, firm or 
other legal entity 
 
RESERVOIR: A reservoir is a large natural or artificial lake used to store, 
protect, and manage fresh water supplies for communities, power, and flood 
control. 
  
RESPONSIBLE PARTY: 
The person having received emergency services provided by the Fire 
Department 
 
WATERCRAFT: Motorboats, boats powered by electric motors, personal 

watercraft, sailboats, canoes, kayaks, rowboats, and stand-up 

paddleboards 

202-5: Purpose. 
The purpose of this article is to provide authority, procedures and 
requirements to seek collection and reimbursement for the reasonable costs 
of responding to such incidents by the Fire Department for fire service calls, 
hazardous material incidents, environmental incidents, and safety and 
rescue incidents coordinated via Warren County Communications and 911, 



and those that use hazardous material abatement equipment and materials 
are also eligible for reimbursement. 
 

202-6: Authorization to recover costs and expenses. 
The governing body of the Township of Harmony authorizes the Fire 
Department to recover the real and reasonable costs incurred for firefighting 
materials or equipment used and expended; the costs of the use of the fire 
trucks, fire engines, rescue equipment, tankers, boats and other vehicles; 
the costs of hazardous situation abatement materials involved in any fire, 
safety and rescue incident or operation, and hazardous abatement incident, 
including vehicular accidents or fires. 
 

202-7: Policy for billing. 
A. The Township of Harmony recognizes the Fire Department’s need to 

bill for volunteer fire, rescue and hazmat services to aid in the 
provision of emergency services. 
 

B. No person requiring emergency services shall be denied services due 
to lack of insurance or ability to pay. 
 

C. Any applicable charges for volunteer emergency services rendered 
shall be billed directly to the user of such services or the user’s 
insurance company. 
 

D. The Fire Department is hereby authorized to bill and collect costs due 
to it under this article through a third-party billing agent, provided 
such agreement with the third-party billing agent is subject to the 
approval of the Township Committee. 
 

E. The Fire Department may, either directly or through any third-party 
billing agency, make arrangements with users of such services and/or 
their financially responsible party for the installment payments for 
bills.  

 
Severability.  The various parts, sections and clauses of the Ordinance are  
hereby declared to be servable.  If any part, sentence, paragraph, section or clause 
is judged unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the 
remainder of this Ordinance shall not be affected thereby. 

 
Repealer.  Any Ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the provisions of this 
Ordinance are hereby repealed as to their inconsistencies only. 

 
Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication 
as provided by law. 



NOTICE 
NOTICE is hereby given that the foregoing Ordinance was introduced to pass on first 
reading at a regular meeting of the Committee of the Township of Harmony held on, 
July 14, 2026 and ordered published in accordance with the law.  Said Ordinance 
will be considered for final reading and adoption at a regular meeting of the 
Township Committee to be held on August 4, 2026 at 6p.m. or as soon thereafter as 
the Township Council may hear this Ordinance at the Municipal Building, 3003 
Belvidere Road, Phillipsburg, NJ 08865, at which time all persons interested may 
appear for or against the passage of said Ordinance. 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Kelley Smith, Municipal Clerk 
 
Intro:  7/14/26 
Adopt: 8/4/26 


